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(Acts whose publication is obligatory)

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 708/97
of 22 April 1997

repealing Regulation (EC) No 1143/96 opening an invitation to tender for the
refund for the export of common wheat to all third countries

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organization of the
market in cereals ('), as last amended by Commission
Regulation (EC) No 923/96 (%),

Whereas Commission Regulation (EC) No 1143/96 (%), as
last amended by Regulation (EC) No 2117/96 (%), opens an
invitation to tender for the refund for the export of
common wheat to all third countries;

Whereas for economical reasons, it is appropriate to
repeal the invitation to tender pursuant to Regulation
(EC) No 1143/96;

Whereas the Management Committee for Cereals has not
issued an opinion within the time limit laid down by its
chairman,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1
Regulation (EC) No 1143/96 is hereby repealed.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its
publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member

States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 1997.

() OJ No L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
() O] No L 126, 24. 5. 199, p. 37.
() O] No L 151, 26. 6. 1996, p. 14.
(% O] No L 283, 5. 11. 1996, p. 34.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 709/97
of 22 April 1997

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of
certain fruit and vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No
3223/94 of 21 December 1994 on detailed rules for the
application of the import arrangements for fruit and vege-
tables (), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No
2375/96 (3, and in particular Article 4 (1) thereof,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 3813/92
of 28 December 1992 on the unit of account and the
conversion rates to be applied for the purposes of the
common agricultural policy (%), as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 150/95 (), and in particular Article 3 (3)
thereof,

Whereas Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 lays down,
pursuant to the outcome of the Uruguay Round multila-
teral trade negotiations, the criteria whereby the Commis-

sion fixes the standard values for imports from third
countries, in respect of the products and periods stipu-
lated in the Annex thereto;

Whereas, in compliance with the above criteria, the
standard import values must be fixed at the levels set out
in the Annex to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The standard import values referred to in Article 4 of
Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 shall be fixed as indicated in
the Annex hereto.

Arricle 2
This Regulation shall enter into force on 23 April 1997.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member

States.

Done at Brussels, 22 April 1997.

() OJ No L 337, 24. 12. 1994, p. 66.
() OJ No L 325, 14. 12. 1996, p. 5.
() OJ No L 387, 31. 12. 1992, p. 1.
() OJ No L 22, 31. 1. 1995, p. 1.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 22 April 1997 establishing the standard import values for
determining the entry price of certain fruit and vegetables

(ECU/100 kg)

CN code Thil;c(i)dceo(\li)mry Smnd:::]iuimport

0702 00 20 052 123,5
204 98,4

212 109,5

624 125,2

999 114,1

070700 15 052 93,8
999 93,8

070990 75 052 112,0
999 112,0

08051011, 08051015, 08051019 052 43,7
204 42,3

212 61,8

220 32,9

400 38,0

448 26,1

600 46,7

624 44,3

625 36,3

999 41,3

0805 30 20 400 73,6
528 66,1

600 67,3

999 69,0

0808 10 61, 0808 10 63, 0808 10 69 052 56,7
060 49,4

388 80,3

400 93,2

404 105,2

508 729

512 63,7

524 81,7

528 - 632

804 102,7

999 76,9

0808 20 37 388 68,4
512 65,3

528 77,3

999 70,3

(') Country nomenclature as fixed by Commission Regulation (EC) No 68/96 (O] No L 14, 19. 1. 1996, p. 6). Code
‘999’ stands for ‘of other origin’.
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DECISION No 710/97/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL

of 24 March 1997

on a coordinated authorization approach in the field of satellite personal-
communication services in the Community

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community and in particular Articles 57, 66 and 100a
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal of the Commission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (3),

Acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 189b of the Treaty (%),

(1) Whereas on 7 December 1993 the Council adopted a
resolution on the introduction of satellite personal-
communications services in the Community (%);
whereas in that resolution the Council recognized
the desirability of coordinated action to allow the
introduction of satellite personal-communications
services in the Community, taking full account of
the global nature of such services; whereas the
Council stressed the importance of developing an
effective policy and asked the Commission to study
the matter, monitor international developments and
propose appropriate measures and/or actions;

(2) Whereas on 19 May 1995, the European Parliament
adopted a resolution on mobile and personal
communications in the European Union (®) in which
it considered it a priority objective to establish a
harmonized licensing approach for satellite-based
mobile and personal communications and, on that
basis, to initiate procedures for licensing such
systems at an early stage; whereas, according to that
resolution, that approach should have been imple-
mented by 1 January 1996 in order to take account
of the rapid development of such services at global
level and of their potential in both social and
commercial terms;

(3) Whereas on 29 June 1995 the Council adopted a
resolution on the further development of mobile and

(") OJ No C 15, 20. 1. 1996, p. 6, and OJ No C 350, 21. 11.
1996, p. 14.

(® OJ No C 204, 15. 7. 1996, p. 8.

() Opinion of the European Parliament of 19 June 1996 (OJ No
C 198, 8. 7. 1996, p. 93), Council common position of 9
December 1996 (O] No C 41, 10. 2. 1997, p. 37) and De-
cision of the European Parliament of 20 February 1997 (O]
No C 85, 17. 3. 1997). Council Decision of 6 March 1997.

(Y OJ No C 339, 16. 12. 1993, p. 1.

() OJ No C 151, 19. 6. 1995, p. 473.

personal communications in the European Union (¥)
in which it considered it a priority objective to
ensure, before 1 June 1996, the specification of a
harmonized licensing approach for satellite-based
mobile and personal communications, after invest-
igation by the European Committee for Telecom-
munications Regulatory Affairs (Ectra);

(4) Whereas on 18 June 1996 the Council adopted
common position No 34/96 with a view to adopting
the Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council on interconnection in telecommunications
with regard to ensuring universal service and inter-
operability through application of the principles of
open network provision (ONP)(’), hereinafter
referred to as ‘the interconnection Directive’; whereas
principles to govern the interconnection of mobile
services  which  include  satellite  personal-
communications services with separate telecommuni-
cations networks are set out in this Directive;

(5) Whereas on 6 December 1995 the Commission
submitted a proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council relating to telecom-
munications terminal equipment and satellite earth-
station equipment, including the mutual recognition
of their conformity (consolidated version);

(6) Whereas the European Parliament and the Council
are examining a common position with a view to the
adoption of the Directive of the European Par-
liament and of the Council on a common framework
for general authorizations and individual licences in
the field of telecommunications services (*), here-
inafter referred to as ‘the licensing Directive’;
whereas, given the urgency of these matters and the
fact that no such authorization measures have been
adopted or implemented, the area of satellite per-
sonal-communications services therefore requires
action at Community level in accordance with this
Decision; whereas that action should be of limited
duration;

(7) Whereas, having considered the telecommunications,
trade and industry aspects as well as the frequency
and standardization aspects of satellite personal
communications and having consulted the industry

() OJ No C 188, 22. 7. 1995, p. 3.
() O] No C 220, 29. 7. 1996, p. 13.
() OJ No C 41, 10. 2. 1997, p. 48.
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concerned, the Commission has submitted a ally outwith the Community, diverging national laws,

(8)

®)

(10)

(1)

(12)

proposal for a decision and the related timetable with
the aim of harmonizing the authorization of satellite
personal-communications services on the basis of a
common approach;

Whereas, in accordance with Commission Directive
94/46/EC of 13 October 1994 amending Directive
88/301/EEC and Directive 90/388/EEC in particular
with regard to satellite communications ('), market
entry for satellite personal communications space-
segment operators can be restricted only on the basis
of objective, transparent, proportionate and non-
discriminatory selection criteria relating to the avail-
ability of scarce resources; whereas if spectrum is not
available for the accommodation of all candidate
systems, decisions on such restrictions should be
coordinated;

Whereas there is an urgent need for harmonization
of the use of frequency bands for satellite personal-
communications services, which for the purposes of
this Decision are defined as those operating in the
1.6/24 GHz and 1.9/21 GHz frequency bands;
whereas the Member States’ final assignment of
frequencies to individual systems should comply
with established International Telecommunication
Union procedures;

Whereas each country has the sovereign right to
decide whether and how to participate in satellite
personal-communications systems and to determine
the terms and conditions of access to such systems
from its territory, known as uplinks, and satellite
personal-communications services oOperators are
required to operate at the point of delivery under the
legal, financial and regulatory requirements of the
Member State within the territory of which those
services are authorized; as a consequence, satellite
personal-communications services Operators are
concurrently subject to the jurisdictions of the noti-
fying administrations for the satellite personal-
communications systems and to those of the coun-
tries in which services are authorized;

Whereas, despite the priority at present given to
services operating in the aforementioned 1.6/2.4
GHz and 1.9/2.1 GHz frequency bands, Member
States recognize the possible need to harmonize the
use of other satellite frequency bands, in particular
those corresponding to ‘small LEOs’ (non-vocal,
non-geostationary satellite mobile-telecommun-
ications systems);

Whereas, since satellite personal communications by
their nature primarily address the needs of mobile
users travelling between Member States and especi-

() OJ No L 268, 19. 10. 1994, p. 15.

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

17)

(18)

(1%)

regulations and administrative provisions would
hinder or even prevent the provision of Commun-
ity-wide satellite personal-communications services,
the free movement of related equipment and, as a
consequence, the successful introduction of satellite
personal-communications services on the internal
market;

Whereas the freedom to provide satellite personal-
communications services and the free movement of
related equipment on the internal market requires
the approximation of national regulations and ad-
ministrative provisions;

Whereas, owing to the need for the widest possible
territorial  coverage by  satellite  personal-
communications systems, Member States should aim
at the rapid and simultaneous introduction of
compatible satellite personal-communications
services in the Community on the basis of internal
market principles by means of a coordinated
approach;

Whereas, given the timetable laid down for the
implementation of satellite personal-communications
systems, this Decision is intended to ensure that,
within its limited duration, appropriate regulatory
measures are taken in the Community to achieve the
harmonized provision of satellite personal communi-
cations, taking due account of the international
dimension and its consequent requirements;

Whereas it is necessary to determine whether the
scarcity of frequencies in the 1.6/24 GHz and
1.9/2.1 GHz frequency bands represents a constraint
on the number of satellite personal-communications
services which can be provided in the Community in
these bands shared among candidate systems;
whereas, to prevent the emergence of ‘paper satellite
systems’ due account must be taken of the advanced
stage of development of those systems;

Whereas the principle of transparency should apply
at all stages of the procedure to any measure adopted
pursuant to this Decision without prejudice to the
legitimate right to confidentiality;

Whereas authorizations are granted pursuant to the
national regimes applicable in accordance with
Directive 94/46/EC;

Whereas measures adopted by the European Radio-
communications Committee (ERC) and Ectra are, if
consistent with Community law, a basis for the use
of the relevant frequencies by and for the preparation
of the criteria for the authorization of satellite per-
sonal-communications services;
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(20) Whereas European standardization bodies such as
the European Telecommunications Standards Insti-
tute (ETSI) and the European Committee for Stan-
dardization (CEN) and the European Committee for
Electrotechnical Standardization (Cenelec) may be
called upon in due course to prepare the necessary
standards in this area;

(21) Whereas the European Conference of Postal and
Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT), Ectra
and ERC in particular will also be given mandates to
harmonize authorization conditions and procedures;

(22) Whereas to facilitate the granting of satellite per-
sonal-communications services authorizations to
undertakings in more than one Member State, a
‘one-stop-shopping procedure’ should be established;
whereas that one-stop-shopping procedure should be
implemented without prejudice to national pro-
visions relating to the language used in the relevant
procedures;

(23) Whereas the global dimension of satellite personal-
communications systems and services and the related
global regulatory structure under which they are
provided play an important role in the Community’s
deliberations; whereas the Commission should
monitor developments, particularly in respect of the
regulatory process, outwith the Community and, if
appropriate, consult with third countries on the co-
ordinated introduction of satellite personal com-
munications at global level; whereas this action at
Community level should permit the Community and
its Member States to exert greater influence on the
worldwide development of mobile and personal
communications;

(24) Whereas the inherent global nature of satellite per-
sonal-communications services may require the
conclusion of a substantial number of agreements
with third countries on, inter alia, interconnection,
the free movement and use of equipment, satellite-
system and satellite-control operations, access to
gateway stations and access to third countries’
markets; whereas those agreements are closely related
to market access arrangements;

(25) Whereas Community undertakings should have
effective and comparable access to third countries’
markets and enjoy treatment in third countries
similar to that offered in the Community to under-
takings owned wholly, controlled through majority
ownership or effectively controlled by nationals of
the third countries concerned;

(26) Whereas, therefore, the Commission may start multi-
lateral and bilateral negotiations on those aspects of
satellite personal communications on the basis of

specific mandates from the Council, which should
make it possible to conclude balanced agreements
ensuring in particular effective and comparable
access for Community operators in third countries;

(27) Whereas the results of international consultations
and other changes in the situation may require that
decisions taken pursuant to this Decision be
amended or other appropriate measures be under-
taken;

(28) Whereas Member States should take all appropriate
measures to implement this Decision and decisions
arising therefrom in due course and communicate all
national implementation measures to the Commis-
sion;

(29) Whereas the industry concerned should be requested
to cooperate closely with the Commission and
national regulatory authorities in the implementation
of this Decision;

(30) Whereas the nature of the information provided by
applicants and by other representatives of the
industry concerned may be of a commercially con-
fidential nature; whereas the utmost discretion
should be exercised in connection with that informa-
tion,

HAVE ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1
Scope

The aim of this Decision shall be to facilitate the rapid
introduction ~ of  compatible  satellite  personal-
communications services in the Community on the basis
of internal-market principles within a comparable time-
frame by means of a coordinated approach.

Article 2
Coordinated authorization approach

1. When preparing and applying their authorization
systems Member States shall ensure that the provision of
satellite personal-communications services is organijzed in
frequency bands which are harmonized by CEPT in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 3.

2. If it is established, in accordance with Article 3 and
in conjunction with CEPT, that it is necessary to limit the
number of satellite personal-communications services
authorizations owing to the scarcity of the frequency
spectrum available, Member States shall coordinate their
authorization procedures with a view to authorizing the
same  satellite  personal-communications  services
throughout the Community.
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3. Member States may attach the conditions listed in
Annex I to authorizations.

Those conditions may be imposed even if no part of the
satellite personal-communications systems concerned is
located within the territory of a Member State.

4. Member States shall take all technical and other
appropriate measures to ensure the free movement of
technical equipment within their territories in accordance
with European harmonized standards and common tech-
nical regulations (CTRs).

Article 3
Cooperation with CEPT

1. The Commission shall, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 7, give CEPT/Ectra and
CEPT/ERC mandates to harmonize frequency use and
the conditions attached to general authorizations for satel-
lite personal-communications services, without prejudice
to the scope established in the licensing Directive for
individual licences. Those mandates shall define the tasks
to be performed and lay down a timetable.

2. The timetable for the first mandates shall be as set
out in Annex Il

3. On the completion of the mandates it shall be
decided in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 6 whether the result of the work done pursuant to
the mandates shall be made applicable in the Com-
munity.

4.  Notwithstanding Article 2 (1), if the Commission or
any Member State considers that work done pursuant to
the mandate given to CEPT/Ectra or CEPT/ERC is not
progressing satisfactorily having regard to the timetable
laid down, it may refer the matter to the committee
provided for in Article 5, which shall act in accordance
with the procedure laid down in Article 6.

Article 4
One-stop-shopping procedure

1. Where appropriate and in conjunction with CEPT/
Ectra and CEPT/ERC, the Commission shall take the
steps necessary for the operation of a one-stop-shopping
procedure for the grant of individual licences and, in the
case of general authorizations, for notification procedures,
including suitable arrangements for its administration, in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 6.
Information on that one-stop-shopping procedure shall
be published in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

2. The one-stop-shopping procedure shall comply with
the following conditions:

(a) it shall be open to all undertakings wishing to operate
telecommunications services in the Community;

(b) the submission of applications and notifications shall
be possible and one or more bodies to which applica-
tions and notifications may be submitted shall be
designated,;

(c) in the case of individual licences, applications shall be
passed to the national regulatory authorities
concerned, within seven working days of formal
receipt, by the bodies to which they were submitted.

In the case of general authorizations, notifications
shall be passed to the national regulatory authorities
concerned, within two working days of formal receipt,
by the bodies to which they were submitted;

(d) in the case of individual licenses, the national regula-
tory authorities concerned shall decide within a reas-
onable time whether to grant them; inter alia, they
shall inform the applicants of their decisions as soon
as possible but not more than six weeks after receiving
the applications. Member States may extend that time
limit to up to four months in objectively justified
cases which are defined specifically in the provisions
adopted to implement the licensing Directive. In the
case of comparative bidding procedures in particular,
Member States may further extend that time limit by
up to four months. Those time limits shall be without
prejudice to any applicable international agreements
relating to international frequency and satellite co-
ordination.

Within one week of taking their decisions, national
regulatory authorities shall inform both the applicants
and the bodies to which the relevant applications were
submitted accordingly.

In the case of general authorizations, the national
regulatory authorities concerned may require the
applicants to wait for up to four weeks after the au-
thorities’ formal receipt of all the information
required, before starting to provide the services
covered by the general authorizations;

(e) the bodies to which applications and notifications
may be sumbitted shall report annually to the
Commission on the operation of the one-stop-shop-
ping procedure, including information on refusals of
applications and objections raised to notifications;

(f) the bodies involved in the one-stop-shopping pro-
cedure shall undertake to observe the level of confi-
dentiality prescribed in Article 11.

Article 5
The committee

1. In the implementation of this Decision the
Commission shall be assisted by the Licensing
Committee set up by the licensing Directive. The Li-
censing Committee shall proceed in accordance with
Articles 6 and 7.

2. In view of the urgency of these matters and until the
committee referred to in paragraph 1 is set up, the
Commission shall be assisted by an interim ad hoc
committee which it shall convene when necessary and
which shall proceed in accordance with Articles 6 and 7.
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Article 6
Committee procedure II b ()

1. The representative of the Commission shall submit
to the committee a draft of the measures to be taken. The
committee shall deliver its opinion on the draft within a
time limit which the chairman may lay down according
to the urgency of the matter. The opinion shall be de-
livered by the majority laid down in Article 148 (2) of the
Treaty in the case of decisions which the Council is
required to adopt on a proposal from the Commission.
The votes of the representatives of the Member States
within the committee shall be weighted in the manner set
out in that Article. The chairman shall not vote.

2.  The Commission shall adopt measures which shall
apply immediately. However, if these measures are not in
accordance with the opinion of the committee, they shall
be communicated by the Commission to the Council
forthwith. In that event:

— the Commission shall defer application of the
measures which it has decided for a period of three
months from the date of communication;

— the Council, acting by a qualified majority, may take a
different decision within the time limit laid down in
the first indent.

Article 7
Committee procedure I(')

The representative of the Commission shall submit to the
committee a draft of the measures to be taken. The
committee shall deliver its opinion on the draft within a
time limit which the chairman may lay down according
to the urgency of the matter, if necessary by taking a vote.

The opinion shall be recorded in the minutes; in addition
each Member State shall have the right to ask to have its
position recorded in the minutes.

The Commission shall take the utmost possible account
of the opinion delivered by the committee. It shall inform
the committee of the manner in which its opinion has
been taken into account.

Article 8
Exchange of information

1. The Commission shall regularly inform the
committee of the outcome of consultations with the
representatives of telecommunications organizations,
users, consumers, manufacturers, service providers and
trade unions.

2. The committee shall, taking into account the
Community’s telecommunications policy, encourage the
exchange of information between the Member States and

(*} Procedures set out in Council Decision 87/373/EEC of 13
July 1987 laying down the procedures for the exercise of im-
plementing powers conferred on the Commission (OJ No L
197, 18. 7. 1987, p. 33).

the Commission on the situation and the development of
regulatory activities regarding the authorization of satellite
personal-communications services.

Article 9
International aspects

1.  Member States may inform the Commission of any
general difficulties encountered, de jure or de facto, by
Community organizations on the introduction of satellite
personal-communications services in third countries
which have been brought to their attention.

2. Whenever the Commission is informed of such
difficulties it may, if necessary, submit a proposal to the
Council for an appropriate mandate for negotiation with
the aim of ensuring effective and comparable access for
Community organizations in those third countries. The
Council shall decide by qualified majority.

3. Measures taken pursuant to paragraph 2 shall be
without prejudice to the Community’s and Member
States’ obligations pursuant to relevant international
agreements.

Article 10
Notification

Member States shall give the Commission such informa-
tion as it may require for the purpose of verifying the
implementation of this Decision.

Article 11
Confidentiality

1. Neither the Commission nor the national regulatory
authorities shall disclose any information covered by the
obligation of professional secrecy, in particular informa-
tion about undertakings, their business relations or their
cost components.

2. Paragraph 1 shall be without prejudice to the right
of national regulatory authorities to undertake disclosure
where it is essential for the purposes of fulfilling their
duties, in which case such disclosure shall be propor-
tionate and shall have regard to the legitimate interests of
the undertakings in the protection of their business
secrets.

3. Paragraph 1 shall not preclude the publication of
information on licensing conditions which does not
include information of a confidential nature.

Article 12

Duration

This Decision shall enter into force on the 20th day after
its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities and shall remain in force for three years
after that date.
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Article 13
Report

The Commission shall keep developments in the field of
satellite personal communications under review and
report to the European Parliament and to the Council on
the effectiveness of action taken pursuant to this Decision
after two years.

Article 14
Implementation

Member States shall take all measures necessary, by law or
administrative action, for the measures provided for in, or
agreed on pursuant to this Decision to be implemented.

Article 15

Addressees

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 24 March 1997.

For the Council
The President
H. VAN MIERLO

For the European Parliament
The President
J. M. GIL-ROBLES
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ANNEX I
CONDITIONS THAT MAY BE ATTACHED TO AUTHORIZATIONS

1. Any conditions which are attached to authorizations must be consistent with the competition rules of
the Treaty.

2. Conditions which may be attached to all authorizations, where justified and subject to the principle of
proportionality:

2.1. Conditions intended to ensure compliance with relevant essential requirements.

2.2. Conditions linked to the provision of information reasonably required for the verification of compliance
with applicable conditions and for statistical purposes.

2.3. Conditions intended to prevent anti-competitive behaviour in telecommunications markets, including
measures to ensure that tariffs are non-discriminatory and do not distort competition.

2.4. Conditions relating to the effective and efficient use of numbering capacity.

3. Specific conditions which may be attached to general authorizations for the provision of publicly avail-
able telecommunications services and of public telecommunications networks that are required for the
provision of such services, where justified and subject to the principle of proportionality:

3.1. Conditions relating to the protection of users and subscribers, in relation particularly to:

— the prior approval of the national regulatory authority of the standard subscriber contract,

— the provision of detailed and accurate billing,

— the provision of a procedure for the settlement of disputes,

— publication and adequate notice of any change in access conditions, including tariffs, quality and the
availability of services.

3.2. Financial contributions to the provision of universal service in accordance with Community law.

3.3. Communication of customer-database information necessary for the provision of universal directory
information.

3.4. Provision of emergency services.

3.5. Special arrangements for disabled people.

3.6. Conditions relating to the interconnection of networks and the interoperability of services in accordance
with the interconnection Directive and obligations pursuant to Community law.

4.  Specific conditions which may be attached to individual licences, where justified and subject to the
principle of proportionality:

4.1. Specific conditions linked to the allocation of numbering rights (compliance with national numbering
schemes).

4.2. Specific conditions linked to the effective use and efficient management of radio frequencies.

4.3. Specific environmental and specific town and country planning requirements, including conditions
linked to the granting of access to public or private land and conditions linked to collocation and
facility sharing.

4.4. Maximum duration, which shall not be unreasonably short, in particular in order to ensure the efficient
use of radio frequencies or numbers or to grant access to public or private land, without prejudice to
other provisions concerning the withdrawal or the suspension of licences.

4.5. Provision of universal service obligations in accordance with the interconnection Directive and Direct-

ive 95/62/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 1995 on the application
of the principles of open network provision (ONP) to voice telephony ().

() OJ No L 321, 30. 12. 1995, p. 6.
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4.6. Conditions applied to operators having significant market power, as notified by Member States within
the meaning of the interconnection Directive, intended to guarantee interconnection or the control of
significant market power.

4.7. Conditions concerning ownership which comply with Community law and the Community’s commit-
ments vis-a-vis third countries.

4.8. Requirements relating to the quality, availability and permanence of a service or network, including the
financial, managerial and technical competence of the applicant and conditions setting a minimum
period of operation and including, where appropriate and in accordance with Community law, the
mandatory provision of publicly available telecommunications services and public telecommunications
networks.

4.9. Specific conditions relating to the provision of leased lines in accordance with Council Directive
92/44/EEC of 5 June 1992 on the application of open network provision to leased lines (').

This list of conditions is without prejudice to:

— any other conditions which are not specific to the telecommunications sector,

— measures taken by Member States in accordance with public interest requirements recognized by the
Treaty, in particular Articles 36 and $6, specifically in relation to public morality, public security, in-
cluding the investigation of criminal activities, and public policy.

() OJ No L 165, 19. 6. 1992, p. 27. Directive as amended by Commission Decision 94/439/EC (O] No L 181, 15. 7. 1994,
p. 40).
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1997

July

July

July

September

ANNEX I

TIMETABLE

Work on mandates on harmonization for the 1.6/2.4 GHz and 1.9/2.1 GHz frequency
bands

One-stop-shopping procedure for services planning to operate in the 1.6/2.4 GHz and
1.9/2.1 GHz frequency bands

To determine if the limited number of frequencies in the 1.6/2.4 GHz and 1.9/2.1 GHz
frequency bands represents a constraint on the number of satellite personal-
communications services which can be provided in those bands in the Community

Harmonization of procedures for the authorization of systems planning to operate in the
1.6/24 GHz and 1.9/2.1 GHz frequency bands.
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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION
of 13 March 1997

concerning the conclusion of the Agreement on customs cooperation in the
form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the
Kingdom of Norway

(97/269/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 113 thereof, in
conjunction with the first sentence of Article 228 (2) and
the first subparagraph of Article 228 (3),

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas the national arrangements on customs coopera-
tion concluded between the Kingdom of Norway and the
Republic of Finland, on the one hand, and between the
Kingdom of Norway and the Kingdom of Sweden, on the
other hand, should, for the matters falling within the
Community’s jurisdiction, be replaced by a Community
system;

Whereas the frontier cooperation agreements help to
facilitate trade and the efficient allocation of resources
over a limited number of frontier posts situated in outer-
most regions, in particular for the Republic of Finland
and the Kingdom of Sweden; whereas such regions have a
number of peculiarities relating to their geography (ex-
tremely harsh climatic conditions, extremely long borders,
long internal distances, great difficulty in gaining access
to certain areas) and to their very low density of popula-
tion and traffic and these peculiarities are new in the
Community context and require special attention if the
regions and economic operators concerned are not to be
penalized;

Whereas on 25 October 1996 the Council authorized the
Commission to negotiate, on behalf of the Community,
an agreeement on customs cooperation in the form of an

Exchange of Letters between the European Community
and the Kingdom of Norway;

Whereas the Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of
Sweden should assume full responsibility, including
financial liability, towards the Community for all acts
performed or to be performed on their behalf by the
Norwegian customs authorities;

Whereas the Finnish and Swedish customs authorities
respectively should conclude with the Norwegian customs
authorities an administrative arrangement for the imple-
mentation of the Agreement; whereas such arrangements
should be notified to the Commission; whereas the
Finnish and Swedish customs authorities should be
accountable to the Commission for the implementation
of the Agreement;

Whereas the Agreement on customs cooperation in the
form of an Exchange of Letters negotiated between the
European Community and the Kingdom of Norway
should be approved,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The Agreement on customs cooperation in the form of an
Exchange of Letters between the European Community
and the Kingdom of Norway is hereby approved on
behalf of the Community.

The text of the Agreement is attached to this Decision.
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Article 2

The Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of Sweden
shall assume full responsibility, including financial liab-
ility, towards the Community for all acts performed or to
be performed on their behalf by the Norwegian customs
authorities.

Article 3

1. The Finnish and the Swedish customs authorities
respectively shall conclude with the Norwegian customs
authorities an administrative arrangement for the imple-
mentation of the Agreement. These arrangements shall be
notified to the Commission of the European Commun-
ties.

2. The Finnish and the Swedish customs authorities
respectively shall be accountable to the Commission for
the implementation of the Agreement. To this end, they
shall present a yearly report to the Commission, unless
special circumstances were to require additional reports.

Article 4

The Community shall be represented on the Joint
Committee set up under Article 7 of the Agreement by

the Commission assisted by the representatives of the
Member States.

Article 5

The President of the Council is hereby authorized to
designate the persons empowered to sign the Agreement
in order to bind the Community and to give the notifica-
tion provided for in Article 11 of the Agreement (').

Article 6

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal
of the European Communties.

Done at Brussels, 13 March 1997.

For the Council
The President
M. PATIJN

(') The date of entry into force of the Agreement will be pub-
lished in the Official Journal of the European Communities
by the General Secretariat of the Council
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AGREEMENT

on customs cooperation in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European
Community and the Kingdom of Norway

A. Letter from the European Community

Gentlemen,

Please find attached the text of the Agreement on customs cooperation between the European
Community and the Kingdom of Norway. We have the honour to confirm that the European
Community accepts the Agreement.

We should be grateful if you would kindly confirm that the Kingdom of Norway accepts the
Agreement. The Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway
shall thereby be concluded, as set out in the attached text.

Please accept, Gentlemen, the assurance of our highest consideration.

On bebalf of
the European Community

B. Letter from the Kingdom of Norway

Gentlemen,

We acknowledge receipt of your letter accepting the Agreement on customs cooperation
between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway. Your letter reads as follows:

‘Please find attached the text of the Agreement on customs cooperation between the Euro-
pean Community and the Kingdom of Norway. We have the honour to confirm that the
European Community accepts the Agreement.

We should be grateful if you would kindly confirm that the Kingdom of Norway accepts the
Agreement. The Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway
shall thereby be concluded, as set out in the attached text.

We have the honour to confirm that the Kingdom of Norway accepts the Agreement.

Please accept, Gentlemen, the assurance of our highest consideration.

On bebalf of
the Kingdom of Norway



No L 105/16 Official Journal of the Buropean Communities 23. 4. 97

Hecho en Bruselas, el diez de abril de mil novecientos noventa y siete.
Udfardiget i Bruxelles den tiende april nitten hundrede og syv og halvfems.
Geschehen zu Briissel am zehnten April neunzehnhundertsicbenundneunzig.
‘Eywve otig Bpuééddes, otig 6éko Ampidiov yidia evviakdoilo evevivio entd.

Done at Brussels on the tenth day of April in the year one thousand nine hundred and ninety-
seven.

Fait a Bruxelles, le dix avril mil neuf cent quatre-vingt-dix-sept.

Fatto a Bruxelles, addi dieci aprile millenovecentonovantasette.

Gedaan te Brussel, de tiende april negentienhonderd zevenennegentig.
Feito em Bruxelas, em dez de Abril de mil novecentos e noventa e sete.

Tehty Brysselissi kymmenenteni pdivand huhtikuuta vuonna tuhatyhdeksinsataayhdeksinkym-
mentiseitseman.

Som skedde i Bryssel den tionde april nittonhundranittiosju.

Utferdiget i Brussel den tiende april nittenhundreognittisyv.

En nombre de la Comunidad Europea

Pi vegne af Det Europziske Fallesskab

Im Namen der Europiischen Gemeinschaft
E& ovopatog tng Evponaikfig Kowodtnrag.
On behalf of the European Community

Au nom de la Communauté européenne

A nome della Comunita europea

Namens de Europese Gemeenschap

Em nome da Comunidade Europeia
Euroopan yhteisén puolesta

Pa Europeiska gemenskapens vignar

<

Pi vegne av Kongeriket Norge
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AGREEMENT
on customs cooperation between the European Community and the Kingdom of
Norway

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,

and

THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY,

DESIROUS of facilitating traffic between the Community and Norway,

CONSIDERING that more economical use of resources in controlling traffic of mostly a low volume of
goods and in supervising the common border could be made,

CONSIDERING that this can be achieved by introducing, in respect of their trade relations, arrangements
on customs cooperation to take the place of national arrangements concluded between the Kingdom of
Norway and the Republic of Finland, on the one hand, and between the Kingdom of Norway and the
Kingdom of Sweden, on the other hand,

CONSIDERING that, owing to goegraphical, historical, social and economic factors, Norway’s exceptional

situation justifies special arrangements in the field of customs cooperation,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

A customs cooperation between the European Com-
munity and the Kingdom of Norway shall be set up in
accordance with the provisons set out below.

Article 2

1. The customs cooperation as provided for by Article
1 shall apply at the customs posts listed in the Appendix.

2. The Appendix to this Agreement shall form an in-
tegral part thereof.

Article 3

1. At the customs posts referred to in Article 2, and
under the conditions set out in this Agreement, the
Norwegian customs authorities shall be authorized to
perform, for and on behalf of the Finnish or Swedish
customs authorities, all customs checks and formalities for
goods under the Community customs rules applicable to
import, export, transit and the placing under any customs
procedure of goods between the Community and Norway.

2. The rules referred to in paragraph 1 shall be those
applicable in the Community at any moment.

3. The checks and formalities referred to in paragraph
1 do not include the payment of refunds or other
amounts provided for under the common agricultural
policy.

Article 4
The Norwegian customs authorities shall conclude, with

respectively the Finnish and the Swedish customs author-
ities, an administrative arrangement for the implementa-

tion of this Agreement. These arrangements shall be noti-
fied to the Commission of the European Communities.

Article 5

The Community agents may carry out any necessary
control in accordance with the following provisions:

(a) Article 18 of Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No
1552/89 of 29 May 1989 implementing Decision
88/376/EEC, Euratom on the system of the Commun-
ities’ own resources (*);

(b) Articles 8 and 9 of Council Regulation (EEC) No
729/70 of 21 April 1970 on the financing of the
common agricultural policy (%;

(c) Article 6 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 595/91 of 4
March 1991 concerning irregularities and the recovery
of sums wrongly paid in connection with the finan-
cing of the common agricultural policy and the orga-
nization of an information system in this field and re-
pealing Regulation (EEC) No 283/72 (%),

(d) Article 188c of the Treaty establishing the European
Community.

Article 6

The Kingdom of Norway shall accept the same obliga-
tions as the customs authorities of the Community
Member States in the exercise of this authorization and in

(") OJ No L 155, 7. 6. 1989, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2729/94 (O] No L 293, 12. 11.
1994, p. ).

() OJ No L 94, 28. 4. 1970, p. 13. Regulation as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 1287/95 (OJ No L 125, 8. 6. 1995, p. 1).

() O No L 67, 14. 3. 1991, p. 11.
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particular the provisions of Council Regulation (EEC) No
1468/81 of 19 May 1981 on mutual assistance between
the administrative authorities of the Member States and
cooperation between the latter and the Commission to
ensure the correct application of the law on customs or
agricultural matters (').

Article 7

1. A Joint Committee is hereby established which shall
be responsible for the administration of this Agreement
and shall ensure its proper implementation. For this
purpose it shall make recommendations.

2. For the purpose of the proper implementation of
this Agreement the Contracting Parties shall exchange
information and, at the request of either Party, shall hold
consultations within the Joint Committee.

3. The Joint Committee shall adopt its own rules of
procedure.
Article 8

1.  The Joint Committee shall consist of representatives
of the Contracting Parties.

2.  The Joint Committee shall act by mutual agree-
ment.

Article 9

1.  Either Contracting Party may denounce this Agree-
ment by notifying the other Contracting Party. This
Agreement shall cease to be in force twelve months after
the date of such notification.

(') OJ No L 144, 2. 6. 1981, p. 1. Regulation as amended by Re-
gulation (EEC) No 945/87 (O] No L 90, 2. 4. 1987, p. 3).

2. In case the denunciation results from a substantial
fraud involving responsibility on the part of the author-
ities, and provided that such is mentioned in the notifica-
tion, the period of twelve months, referred to in paragraph
1, shall be reduced to three months.

Article 10

This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the ter-
ritories to which the Treaty establishing the European
Community is applied and under the conditions laid
down in that Treaty and, on the other, to the territory of
the Kingdom of Norway.

Article 11

1. This Agreement is drawn up in duplicate in the
Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Greek,
Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and Norwegian
languages, each of these texts being equally authentic.

2. It will be approved by the Contracting Parties in
accordance with their own procedures.

3. It shall enter into force on 1 March 1997, provided
that the Contracting Parties have notified each other
before that date that the procedures necessary to this end
have been completed. After this date, this Agreement
shall enter into force on the first day of the third month
following such notification.

4. The provisions of the bilateral agreements on
customs cooperation concluded between the Kingdom of
Norway and the Republic of Finland, on the one hand,
and between the Kingdom of Norway and the Kingdom
of Sweden, on the other hand, shall, for the matters falling
within the Community’s jurisdiction, cease to have effect
on the entry into force of this Agreement.
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Hecho en Bruselas, el diez de abril de mil novecientos noventa y siete.
Udferdiget i Bruxelles den tiende april nitten hundrede og syv og halvfems.
Geschehen zu Briissel am zehnten April neunzehnhundertsiebenundneunzig.
‘Evywve otig BpuEEdheg, otig déka Amplaiov xiAto evviakdowa evevivia entd.

Done at Brussels on the tenth day of April in the year one thousand nine hundred and ninety-
seven.

Fait a Bruxelles, le dix avril mil neuf cent quatre-vingt-dix-sept.

Fatto a Bruxelles, addi dieci aprile millenovecentonovantasette.

Gedaan te Brussel, de tiende april negentienhonderd zevenennegentig.

Feito em Buxelas, em dez de Abril de mil novecentos e noventa e sete.

Tehty Brysselissi kymmenenteni péivind huhtikuuta vuonna tuhatyhdeksinsataayhdeksiankym-
mentiseitseman.

Som skedde i Bryssel den tionde april nittonhundranittiosju.

Utferdiget i Brussel den tiende april nittenhundreognittisyv.

Por la Comunidad Europea

For Det Europziske Fallesskab
Fiir die Europiische Gemeinschaft
Mo v Evpenraiky Koiwvotrta.
For the European Community
Pour la Communauté européenne
Per la Comunita europea

Voor de Europese Gemeenschap
Pela Comunidade Europeia
Euroopan yhteisén puolesta

For Europeiska gemenskapen

.

For Kongeriket Norge
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APPENDIX

CUSTOMS POSTS REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 2

1. Customs posts between Norway and Sweden

1.1. Posts located on Norwegian territory
— Junkerdal
— Orje
— Ostby
— Svinesund

— Vauldalen

1.2. Posts located on Swedish territory

— Asnes

— Bjernfjell/Narvik ()

2. Customs posts between Norway and Finland

2.1. Posts located on Norwegian territory
— Neiden

— Polmak

2.2. Posts located on Finnish territory
— Kilpisjarvi
— Kivilompolo
— Karigasniemi

— Utsjoki

(") Located on Norwegian territory.



	COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 708/97 of 22 April 1997 repealing Regulation (EC) No 1143/96 opening an invitation to tender for the refund for the export of common wheat to all third countries
	COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 709/97 of 22 April 1997 establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and vegetables
	Decision No 710/97/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 March 1997 on a coordinated authorization approach in the field of satellite personal-communication services in the Community
	COUNCIL DECISION of 13 March 1997 concerning the conclusion of the Agreement on customs cooperation in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway
	AGREEMENT on customs cooperation in the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway
	AGREEMENT on customs cooperation between the European Community and the Kingdom of Norway

